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‘OF GOD, it is evident: 
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"And_they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20. 
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Justitication---By 


Faith Or By Works 


- “Paul has one plan of salvation 


and James another,”’ 


standing of the Scriptures given 
through these men of God. Paul 
said, “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
NOT OF WORKS, lest afiy man 
should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9). Yet 
James says, 
my brethren, though a man say he 
hath faith, and have not works? 
can faith save him?” And again, 
‘Even so faith, if it hath not works, 
fs dead, being alone” (James 2: 
14, 17). 

Are those verses contradictory ? 
At first glance they may seem to 
be, but they are not. Alli of the 


is the charge | 
of the unbeliever in the Bible. But | just or good except as his works 
that charge is false and comes) 


from a lack of spiritual under-| James do not have different plans 


“What doth it profit, | 


Bible is inspired of God. What | 
Paul wrote was not Paul’s opinion, | 


but he wrote as he was moved by | 


the Holy Spirit. What James wrote 


was likewise inspired by the Spir- | 
it of God. There are no contra-. 
dictions in the Bible, and the long- | 


er a believing, surrendered, Spirit- | 
led Christian studies the Word of | 


God, the more certainly he will 


see that the Bible has a grand 


unity and harmony that could only 
have come from God. The Bible is 


the perfect and living Word of | 


be justified in the sight of God, 
or one may be justified 
sight of man. In God’s sight, man 
is justified by faith alone without 
works. In man’s eyes, men are 
counted just, that is justified, only 
by. their works. Notice this dif- 
ference of emphagis in the follow- 
ing Scriptures. Galatians 3:11 
says: “But that no man is justi- 
fied by the law IN THE SIGHT 
for, The 
just shall live by faith.” Again, 
Romans 3:20 says: “Therefore by 
the deeds of the law there shall 
no flesh be justified IN HIS SIGHT, 
for by the law is the knowledge of 
sin.” The justification mentioned 
here is “in the sight of God.” God 
counts one righteous when he be- 
lieves and that without works. In 
Romans 4:5 we are plainly told 
that one “that worketh not” is 
justified when he believes. “But 
to him that worketh not, but. be- 
lieveth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.” And that is what 
Ephesians 2:9 says, “Not of works, 
lest any man should boast.” 

IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, then, 
men are justified by faith alone 
without works. 


But to be justified IN THE 
EYES OF MEN is a different mat- 
ter. Men cannot see the heart. 
Men cannot see faith. If men are 
to believe you are saved, and are 
to count you just, they must see 
your gocd works. For that reason 
James says: “Yea, a2 Man may 
say, Thou hast faith, and I have 
works: shew me thy faith without 
thy works, and I will shew thee my 
faith by my works” (James 2:18). 


Notice the term, “Show me thy 
faith,” “I will shew thee my faith 
by my works.”’ The only way to 
show men your faith is by your 
works. So one is justified in God’s 
sight by faith without works, but 
one cannot be counted just by men 
except as they see his works. God 
counts a man just when his sins 
are forgiven, as soon as the sin- 


God. 
Justification how does a/| 
Christian get it? Well, there are | 
‘two kinds of justification. One may | 


in the | 


ner trusts in Christ for mercy. 
But man does not count a man 


prove him good. So Paul and 


of salvation, and there is no con- 


| tradiction in the Bible. 


But the Scripture does plainly 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


Rev. ©. E. 


Matthews, 
Travis Avenue Baptist Church in| 
| Fort Worth, who spoke at the Dal- | 
las Bible Schocl on “A New Testa- | 
, ment Chureh,’”’ a very useful and | 
successful pastor and soul winner. 


pastor 


PUT CHRIST 
IN CHRISTMAS 


What makes your Christmas? 
Is it toys for the children? Fire- 
works? Christmas gifts? A big 
dinner? Is it drink, extravagance 
and sin? Are you a Christian 
at Christmas? 

Put Christ in your Christmas 
this year. Spend your money in 
a way that pleases Him. Give 
gifts that will remind each re- 
cipient of Christ and make bet- 
ter Christians. Bibles make the 
ideal gift. We suggest that you 
buy them from The Sword Book 
Room at-any price from 40c up. 
Scofield Reference Bibles from - 
$1.10 up. Or buy fascinating 
Christian story books for young 
people from 20c up. Buy ser- 
mons, devotional reading, Bible 
study and reference books for 
all Christians. 

Give ‘The Sword of the Lord’ 
for Christmas, one year for 50c, 
three years for $1.00, and an 
extra subscription free with each 
five you send. See subscription 
blank on back page. Gift card 
sent with subscription if desired. 
Spread the gospel for Christ- 
mas and make people happy a 
whole year for 50c, besides get- 
ting another subscription free 
with each five. 

Put Christ in Christmas this 
year. Be a Christian, not a 
heathen, in the way you give 
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Christmas gifts. 
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Would Jesus Use It? 


a 


F'rom Shic icalens: Pennsylvania, | 
a reader of The Sword of the Lord 
writes: 

“Mr. John Rice. 

“Dear Sir: 

“Would you please tell me 
if it is a sin to use tobacco. 
If you know it is, please prove 
it. 

“Yours truly, 


As I prepared to answer this 
man’s honest question, I felt that 
many would appreciate the same 
question answered honestly and 
kindly from the Bible. So here 
are some Scriptural reasons that 


' convince me it is a sin to use to-| 


bacco. 

1. Jesus is our 
do_ not beliéve that Jesus would 
use tobacco. We should follow 
Jesus’ example in being baptized, 
for He said, “Thus it becometh us 
to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 
3:15), so we should live like Je- 
sus. Again the Bible says, 
even hereunto were 
cause Christ 
leaving 
Should 


Example, and I 


ye called: be- 
also suffered for us, 
us an example, that ye 
follow his meps” (I Pet. 


Alone With Christ 


By Dr. 


Sermon preached at Dallas Bi | 


Broadcast over Radio 


ble School. 
KRLD), 


| 


Now, folks, if you will get quiet | 


out there. and quit fussing Over) +, pay your bill or keeping out of 


those dishes and pull that ham and 
eggs off the stove and get quiet 
now, and let that cat out — it will 
yeow until you do — so let it out 
right now, then we will have quiet. 

I want you to read in the gos- 
pel of Mark with me a very pre- 
cious portion. The word Mark 
means indolent or lazy. He was a 
servant. The Lord saved four kinds 
of folks and got each one to write 
a book. The first one, Matthew, 
was a politician. ‘The Lord saves 
politicians. Do you know why 
there are not more politicians 
saved? You don’t try to win them. 
When one gets to be a politician, 
you give him up as a had egg. 
You don’t try to win him. A poli- 
tician will trust the Saviour if you 
approach him right. Poli is a pre- 
fix that means many. And tics — 
those things grow in Texas (ticks). 


| Politics just means a good many of 


them. They are susceptible. If you 
go to them with the gcspel they 
will trust the Lord Jesus. He was 
the first fellow. 

The next was Mark, a servant. 
The Lord can save servants wheth- 
er you work in a coal mine or an 
oil field or in somebody's k'‘tchen. 
The Lord loves you and will save 
you like He did Mark. 

Dr. Luke was a professional man. 


Walter Lewis Wilson 


The Lord went 


@ 


sional world to find him. Do you | 
'know why more doctors aren't 


saved ? 


the way when you owe him, you 
forget to give him the gospel. He 
is a kind fellow. He will come any 
time of the day or night to help 
you. Tell him about the Lord Je- 
sus. 


The fourth man, John, was a 
business man. He was in the fish- 
ing business. He was catching fish 
and selling them, driving a good 
bargain, making money. Is your 
grocerman saved? Did you ask 
him, or did you give him the gos- 
pel? Why not let’s go after these 
precious persons. 


Get Alone With Christ to Learn 
To Fish For Men 


Notice in the gospel of Mark if 
you will, chapter one, verse seven- 
teen; the Lord said to these two 
men, Peter and Andrew, “Come 
ye after me, and I will make you 
to become fishers. of men.” And 
here we find the Lord calling these 
men to come away alone with Him 
to learn how to deal with other 
men, to learn how to fish for men. 
Say, 1 wonder if they aren’t glad 
they did it? You know there were 
a lot of other fishermen in those 
days, but nobody knows their 
names, because they kept on at 
their fishing business, 


Because you don’t try to) 
win them. You are so busy trying | 


' 


But these | 


into the profes- | two men, every year these two 


men’s names, Peter and Andrew, 
are printed over thirty-two mil- 
lion times. Isn’t that publicity? 
All over the world people are read- 
ing about these two men. What 
did they do so great? They left 
their business to follow the Lord 
Jesus Christ. That will get your 
name on the eternal record. That 
shows good judgment. That shows 
good sense. That shows they 
meant business and had an eye 
for the things of God. Some day 
you will be pleased that you fol- 
lowed Christ. 

Did you notice that it doesn’t 
say that He called them to study 
chemistry or biolcgy or sociology 
or geometry, and then begin a 
world-wide tour? He doesn’t say 
that. He said, “You come after 
me.” There is a difference between 
religion and Christianity. Religion 
is a set of rules and regulations, 
theory, theology, doctrine; what 
somebody teaches. And you jcein 
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Tobacco Defiles the Temple of the Holy Spirit. 
Tobacco Hinders Christian Influence. 

Tobacco Enslaves the Will. 
Most Spiritual Christians Believe Use of Tobacco Wrong. 
Tobacco Money Could Be better Used to Glorify ‘Christ. 
Whatsoever Is Not of Faith ts Sin: Doubt Makes it Sin. 


2:21). Then Jesus said, “As my 
Father hath sent me, even so send 


I you” (John 20:21). He said al- 
so, “The works that I do shall he 
do also” (John 14:12). And again 


the Bible says, “Let this mind be 
in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). These Scrip- 
tures prove beyond a doubt fhat 


every Christian should try to fol- 


ee 


| 


low in the foctsteps of Jesus and 
live like Jesus would live. If Jesus 
would not use tobacco, then it is 
a sin for us to use it. I cannot 
imagine Jesus smoking cigarettes, 
having a cigarette stain on His 


| fingers or having tobacco juice on 


His chin and smelling like tobacco 
users smell. However, do not take 
my word for it, but read your Bi- 
ble and pray and see if the Holy 
Spirit leads you to believe that 
Jesus would use tobacco. If Jesus 
would do it, then you have a right 
to. If Jesus would not, then you 
do not have a right to. It is a 


“Ror | sin for us to do anything that is 


too dirty for Jesus to do. 


2. I believe it is a sin to use 
tobacco because it defiles the body 
which is the temple of the Holy 
Spirtt. The Holy Spirit lives in the 
| body of every Christian. The Bible 
Says: “But ye are not in the flesh, 
._but in the Spirit, if so be that the 
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now 
if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his.” That 
means the Holy Spirit. Again, in 
I Corinthians 3:16, 17, the Scrip- 
ture says: “Know ye not that ye 


_are the temple of God, and that 


that outfit, and then you are one) 
of them. But that isn’t Christiani- | 


ty. Christianity is falling in love 
with a Man, a lovely Man. And 
your hopes and ambitions are) 
wrapped up in that Man and you | 


| 


the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 
If any man defile the temple of 
God, him shall God destroy; for the 
temple of God is holy, which tem- 
ple ye are.”’ This body, then, if you 
are saved, is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit of God. God will destroy any 
man who destroys his temple, the 
Christ'‘an’s body. If you are saved, 
a child of God, then your body be- 
longs to the Spirit and He dwells 
there. If you sin against Him by 
defiling this body, then you will 


shorten your life and will not only. 


destroy the body but are likely to 
destroy your influence and happi- 
ness. 


Paul says, “I beseech you there- 
fore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your BODIES 
a living’ sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reason- 
able service” (Rom. 12:1). I be- 
lieve if one sincerely offers his 
body altogether for the .service of 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Sunday Announce- 


| ments 
All classes studying Matthew 13 


follow Him. “These are they which iF in Sunday School. 


follow the Lamb whithersoever " 
goeth,” we learn in Revelation. 
wonder if you are in love ay 


that Man? Are you? Do you love | 
Him, or have you just got some | 


religion? some nice rel‘gion? Fool- 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


| Hear. John R. Rice: 

7:30 A. M. Radio WRR. 
9:45 Bible Class. 

11:00 Sermon on Holy Spirit. 


| 7:30 P.M. Evangelistic Sermon. 
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PAGE TWO 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, December 10, 1937 


ALONE WITH CHRIST 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 4 


ish! There are 232 brands of re- 
ligion in the United States. I sup- 
pose you belong to some cone ’of 
them, but what about Christ? The 
Lord Jesus said, “If you follow 
me, I will make you a good fisher- 
man.” Sometimes you will catch 
minnows, and once in a while you 
will catch a whale. 

Sometimes you will get a high 
school teacher —- they get saved. 
I was speaking in a high school 
and an English teacher came and 
said, “Dr. Wilson, I accepted Je- 
sus Christ this morning as my 
Saviour.” In Missouri at the close 
the principal came to me and said, 
“I want to find Jesus Christ my- 
self this morning. Lead me to 
Him.” That was right in the school- 
room before 842 students. I was 
preaching before a Rotary Club in 
one of our big cities. It was a 
great big club. At the close of 
my message on “Nature Studies 
in the Bible,” the superintendent 
of schools in that great city came 
to me and said, “Dr. Wilson,- I 
came to this Rotary Club an evo- 
lutionist and an infidel, but I am 
going away a Christian, saved by 
Jesus Christ.” You catch the kind 
of fish that you fish for. If you 
only go after drunkards, drunkards 
are all you will have saved. Why 
not try some other fields? Don’t 
always go after catfish. Why don’t 
you sometimes try trout? Some- 
times try whales, or sword fish. 
It does not make any difference. 
Evéry man has a soul that is pre- 
cious. Let’s go after those souls. 
That is what Mark begins with. 


Alone With Christ Makes Some- 


bodies Out of Nobodies 


Now look at the third chapter, 
at verse fourteen, “And he or- 
dained twelve...” My! What an 
ordination service that was. Out 
on the mountain top the lovely, 
tender, precious hands of Christ 
were laid on the heads of a bunch 
of nobodies. When Christ picks 
up a nobody, He makes him a 
somebody. He ordained these men. 
And just think, away down here 
in Dallas we know about these fel- 
lows. You would not have known 
a thing about them if they hadn’t 
chosen to follow Christ, if they 
hadn’t trusted in Christ. That is 
what made them what they were. 
That is the reason we know about 
them. Christ Jesus ordained them 
to go and build a great church with 
vested choir and cushioned pews? 
Is that right? No, no. And he 
ordained twelve that they should 
wear swallow-tailed coats and 
patent leather shoes and sing hymn 
number forty-six? (Voices, No!). 
Is that it? No, that isn’t what it 
says. And he ordained twelve that 
they should build a stone build- 
ing and join a civic organization 
and work for prohibition? (Voices, 
No!). Oh, isn’t that right? These 
folks keep interrupting me all the 
time. What is the matter here? 


He ordained twelve. What were 
they to do? Oh, look, “That they 
should be with him!” Oh, boy! 
With Him! How would you like 
to be with Him today? I wonder if 
these twelve men aren’t very glad 
they followed Him? Eleven of 
them are, because they are still 
with Him after the ages have 
rolled by. They are still with Him, 
close by His side, and one day, 
they are going to sit on thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
These men never dreamed that 
they would have the blessing, the 
glory, the wonderful ministry that 
God has given to them. They-nev- 
er dreamed they would be talking 
to us here in Texas 6,000 miles 
away and 1,900 years later. They 
never dreamed what would happen 
when they left all to follow Christ. 


Beloved, you don’t know either. 
You haven’t any idea what the 
Lord will do with you. The night 
I trusted the Lord Jesus forty-one 
years ago one night in December, 
on December 2ist, 1896, I never 
dreamed I would be talking to you 
precious persons in this great audi- 
torium and speaking over the ra- 
dio. It never entered my mind. 
Four weeks ago I was preaching 
in the great Tremont Temple ir 
Boston, the greatest Baptist church 
in the East. Do you suppose it ev- 
er entered my mind that I would 
be talking to a crowd in Tremont 
Temple in Boston the night Jesus 
saved me? 


Easter morning last year I spoke 
to 40,000 people and spoke over a 
national hook-up all over the 
United States and Canada. Do you 
think I ever dreamed when I was 
saved that I would’ be speaking to 
ten million over the radio and forty 
thousand sitting in front of me? 
Never! Never! You don’t know 
what God will do with you when 
you let Him have your life and 
heart. You haven’t any idea what 
He will do with you. I beg of you, 


let Him put His lovely nail-pierced | 


hands on you today and be one of 
those to be with Him now and 
with Him forever. 

“And he ordained twelve, that 
they might be with him, and that 
he might send them forth to 
preach.” Of course after they have 


been with Him awhile, couldn’t | 


they go talking about something? 
Let them be 
in love with 
see His love, 
then go out 
subject. 

I used to do that with my sales- 
men. I did that with my Texas 
salesmen, my Nebraska salesmen, 


see His power, and 
chuck full of their 


my Colorado salesmen, my Missou- | 


ri salesmen and others. I would 
call them together twice a year 
and make them spend a week in 
my factory looking over the mer- 
chandise, seeing how it was made, 
seeing the wages I paid. I would 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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with Him, and fall | 
Him, see His glory, | 


IS THE USE OF TOBACCO A SIN? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


Christ, he will see that the use of 
tobacco hinders that service and 
offends the Holy Spirit. And I 
Corinthians 6:19, 20 says: “What? 
know ye not that YOUR BODY 
is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own? 
For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your 
BODY, and in your spirit, which 
are God's.” Does tobacco smoke 
coming out of your nostrils glo- 
rify God in your body? Does the 
smell of tobacco on your body 
offer a good testimony for Jesus 
Christ? We well know that to- 
bacco stunts the mind of the grow- 
ing boy and girl. It hinders the 
athlete. It sometimes makes moth- 
ers unable to nurse their babies. 
Many physicians believe that pipe 
smoking sometimes .causes cancer 
of the tongue, mouth or throat. 
In some cases, tobacco affects the 
lungs, causes hardening of the 
arteries and affects digestion ac- 
cording the to best physicians. In 
my ministry I have known literal- 
ly dozens of men quit tobacco be- 
cause they felt it would please God. 
In practically every case they im- 
mediately began to gain weight, 
digestion was better and general 
health and disposition were better. 
I say, this has been proven true 
in dozens of cases that I know 
about personally. Anything that so 
harms the body as tobacco does 


‘must grieve the Holy Spirit who 


makes that body His temple and 
commands that “we do not defile 
the body. Since your body belongs 
to God and you are commanded 
to glorify God in your body as well 
as your Spirit, and since the 
blessed Holy Spirit abides there, 
if you are a Christian, I believe 
it is a sin to use tobacco. 

3. I believe that the use of to- 
bacco is a sin because it hinders 
a Christian’s influence. If a man 
has no conscientious scruples of 
his own about the use of tobacco, 
then since he is a Christian, he 
should consider the conscientious 
scruples of other people for whom 
Christ died. In I Corinthians 8: 
9-13 Paul, the inspired apostle of 
God, says: “But take heed lest 
by any means this liberty of yours 
become a stumblingblock to them 
that are weak. For if any man see 
thee which hast kndéwledge sit at 
meat in the idol’s temple, shall not 
the conscience of him which is 
weak be emboldened to eat those 
things which are offered to-idols; 
and through thy knowledge shall 
the weak brother per'‘sh, for whom 
Christ died? But when ye sin so 
against the brethren, and wound 
their weak conscience, ye sin 
against Christ. Wherefore, if meat 
make my brother to offend, I will 
eat no flesh while the.world stand- 
eth, lest I make my brother to 
offend.” 

Here then is a Bible principle 
clearly stated. If your example 
leads others to do what they think 
is wrong, or if you cause them to 
be discouraged and lose confidence 
in your Christianity, then it is a 
sin. Verse 9 shows that your lib- 
erty may become “a stumbling- 
block to them that are weak” and 
that would be a sin. Verse 12 
says that “When ye so sin against 
the brethren, and wound their 
weak conscience, ye sin against 
Christ.” I know a good many 
preachers who use tobacco. In ev- 
ery case where it is known it is 
a stumblingblock. Many mothers 
say, “I do not want my boy to fol- 
low after such a preacher.’’ Some 
Christians say, “If it is all right 
for Brother so and so, it is all 
right for me.” And lost sinners 
say, “What is the use of being a 
Christian if ad preacher smokes 
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just like lost sinners do?” 

I know it would be harmful for 
my six little girls to use tobacco. 
But if I use tobacco, then my ex- 
ample would teach them that there 
is no harm in it. So many girls 
and women do smoke these days 
that it is very likely some of mine 
would if they saw their daddy 
smoking. My wife now nurses our 
baby girl two months old. I know 
it would be harmful to the health 
of mother and child if my wife 
used tobacco. But if it is all right 
for me, it is all right for them. 
I am accountable for those about 
me. I believe it is a sin for a 
Christian to use his influence in 
a way that will cause others to 
sin. 

There is nothing in the Bible that 
justifies a double standard of 
morals. What is good for wife is 
good for her husband morally. If 
a woman should keep herself clean, 
then so should a man. If little 
children would be harmed by to- 
bacco, then so would adults. I have 
heard preachers denounce women 
for smoking, but the same preach- 
ers thought there was no harm in 


men smoking. A double standard 
is not of God but is a part of this 
present wicked world. 

Christian, you are accountable 
for your influence, and if you sin 
against. the brethren and wound 
their weak conscience, then you sin 

Christ. If using tobacco 
has a bad influence on others, then 
it is a sin. If it causes others to 
use tobacco, when they shouldn't, 
it is a sin. If it wounds. and of- 
fends the consciences of others 
who think you do wrong, and so 
discourage them, and causes them 
to lose confidence in you, then that 
is a sin. 

4. I believe the use of tobacco is 
a sin because it enslaves the will 
and puts one in a yoke, of bondage 
to the lust of the flesh. One of the 
ways you can know sin is by the 
way it enslaves. The use of tobac- 
co grows as a habit until one is 
not free to leave it alone. The 
thirst for alcoholic liquor grows 
until the habit of drink is most 
difficult to break. The use of mor- 
phine, heroin, or other narcotics 
is the same way. The habit be- 
comes so fastened on one that it 
enslaves the will, and a poor vic- 
tim is often unable to break the 
habit without special help from 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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‘THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


IS THE USE OF TOBACCO A SIN? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) « 


God. Gambling grows on one the 
Same way and tne habit becomes 
difficult to break. Likewise, if one 
gives way to evil thoughts and 
lust on the sex matter, it becomes 
uncontrollable. The whole mind is 
poisoned and defiled and one is 
putin bondage to his lust. All 
these are illustrations of the way 
sin works. And the use of tobac- 
co works the same way. It grows 
upon @ man until his will is en- 
slaved and that to me is definite 
proof that the use of tobacco is a 
sin. 

In Romans 6:12 we are com- 
manded, “Let not sin therefore 
reign in your mortal bcdy, that 
ye should obey it in the lusts there- 
of.” To be controlled by the lusts 
and desires of the fleshly nature 
is a sin. Multiplied millions of 
people are enslaved and controlled 
by their tobacco habit. 

Jesus said in John 8:34, “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, whoscever 
committeth sin is the servant of 
sin.” If you have become enslaved 
by some habit you are not enslaved 
by righteousness but you are en- 
Slaved by sin. 

Did you notice that the enslave- 
ment of habit is always in sinful 
matters and never in righteous 
matters? No one ever got.in such 
a habit of praying that he couldn't 
stop praying. No one ever got in 
such a habit of being honest that 
it made a slave out of him. No 
one was ever in such a habit of 
loving God that he loved God too 
much, No one ever got in such 
a habit of attending church or win- 
ning souls or helping others that 
he was enslaved by it. cal ahs 
the 
body so that you cannot control 
yourself and your desires, is evi- 
dently a sin. 

The Bible does not mention to- 
bacco. There was none of it in 
the Bible lands. It was not known 
when’ Christ lived and when the 
Bible was written. It came into 
use among white people only when 
they got it from the Indians, after 
the discovery of America. So the 
Bible has no law against tobacco 
but as Paul said in I Corinthians 
6:12, “All things are lawful unto 
me, but all things are not expedi- 
ent: all things are lawful for me, 
but I will not be brought under 
the power of any.” We are under 
grace, not under law, but 
every Christian should say like 
Paul, “I will not be brought under 
the power of any” enslaving habit 
or drug or lust of the flesh. The 
enslaving power of tobacco is such 
that its use is a sin. 

5. I believe the use of tobacco 
is a sin because that is the con- 
sensus of apinion among the most 
spiritual and useful Christians. The 
Holy Spirit seems to have ted the 
best Christians to agree on this 
point. I realize that there are 
many saved people who love the 


.Lord and who use tobacco. But 


usually they are not the most’ use~ 
ful Christians, not the greatest 
soul winners, not the best Bible 
students. A few great soul winners 
are said to have used tobacco but 
the greatest of them did not use 
it. Those who did use tobacco 
would doubtless have been far 
greater if they had quit tobacco. 
One of the greatest evangelists 


‘now holding revivals in America 


used tobacco a few years ago. One 
day a mother brought her son to 
the evangelist and told how the 
little fellow had said, “Mother, Dr. 
uses tobacco so why can’t 
I?” The evangelist quit and since 
then he has won far more souls 
than before. Moody, Torrey, Chap- 
man and Sunday did not use to- 
bacco. 

I have talked to good Christians 
who use tobacco, useful men who 
love God, but almost, inevitably 
they admitted to me that their 
conscience told them it was wrong. 
My father was such a Christian, 
a devout and useful man, a soul 
We believe that tobacco 
hastened his death; certainly it 
hindered his influence. Equally cer- 
tain it is that others began the 
habit following his example. Yet 
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he was so convinced that the habit | 
was wrong that he punished his. 
sons if he found them using tobacco 
and would have nearly died of 
shame if one of his daughters or 
his wife had smoked a cigarette. 
The practice of Christians dces not 
always show forth the mind of God. 
But the conscience of spiritually-| 
minded, useful Christians is more 
likely to reflect the will of God. 
And on this matter of the use of 
tobacco the conscience of enlight- | 
ened, spiritually-minded Christians 
is almost unanimous. Most church- 
es will not have a pastor who uses 
tobacco. Many, many churches like 
our own in Dallas will not have 
a Sunday Schoo] teacher who uses 
tobacco. The great Moody church 
in Chicago, and many, many others 
will not receive a member except 
on agreement that they do not use 
tobacco. The enlightened, spiritual 
conscience of millions of Christians 
says that the use of tobacco is 
wrong. They must have come to 
this conclusion by the leading of 
the Holy Spirit. It is hardly likely 
that most of the best Christians 
in the world are wrong on this 
subject. 

In many, many cases the Holy 
Spirit deals so clearly with people 
that they give up tobacco as soon 
as they are saved without a word 
from any preacher or anybody else 
on that subject... I have known 
many who threw away their cig- 
arettes as soon as they were con- 
verted. I have known many others 
who when drawn very close to God 


in a revival, turned from the use | 


of tobacco and confessed it as a 
sin though no one else had men- 
tioned the matter. In such cases 
the Spirit of Gcd must have spoken 
to their heart. I say I think the 
use of tobacco is a sin and that the 
enlightened conscience of the great 
majority of spiritually-minded 
ting tobacco have reported that they 
of God’s Spirit~on this question. 


Justification — By 
Faith or By Works? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


say that “Faith without works is 
dead’ (See James 2:20 and 26). 
And the same thing is taught in 
verses 14 and 17. If works are 
not a part of the plan of salvation, 
then what do these Scriptures 
mean? They mean that a real 
faith will produce some good works 


in the heart and life. The Jews to 


whom James preached had been 
reared in the ceremonies of the 


Mosaic law. They were most like- 


ly to be moral, outwardly religious, 


and to accept the forms and doc- | 


trines of Christianity without gen- 
uine repentance and a change of 


heart. Therefore repeatedly in the 


book of Hebrews addressed to 
them and in the book of James, 
addressed to “the twelve tribes 
which are scattered abroad’ 
(James 1:1), Jewish people are 
warned to beware of a mere out- 
ward profession without any 
change of heart and genuine con- 
version. James never said that good 
works save or justify. Rather, he 


of unrighteousness,” that is to lay 


up treasure in Heaven by the way 


we use money and no man does 


that with the money that is spent 


for tobacco. 


7. I bel.eve it is a sin to use to- 


‘says that any kind of faith that 
doesn’t work a real change in the 
heart does not save. The kind of 
faith which does not save is that 
mentioned in James 2:19: “Thou 
believest that there is one God, 
_thou doest well: the devils also be- 
lieve, and tremble.” This faith, 
that is acceptable of a historical 
fact, is not saving faith. To be- 
lieve a system of doctrine is not 
saving faith. Saving faith must 
be accompanied by a genuine work 
of God in the heart. 


Notice that Abraham is used as 
_an illustration by both James and 
Paul. Abraham believed God and 
it was counted to him for right- 
_ eousness,”’ we are reminded in Ro- 
Mans 4:2, and the entire chapter 
goes to prove salvation by faith 
without works and in that chap- 
_ter verses 9 to 11 tell us that Ab- 


| 
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raham was justified in God’s sight 
even before he received the sign 
of circumcision, long before Isaac 
was offered. Then James tells us 
(James 2:21-23) that Abraham 
was justified by works also when 
he offered Isaac upon the altar. 
In God’s sight Abraham was justi- 
fied when he believed. In man’s 
sight, Abraham was justified when 
he proved his faith later by out- 
ward acts. Real faith takes God 
at His promise and works in de- 
pendence on God. 

We receive salvation by grace 
when we believe. 


After we believe and are saved, 
then we should work out our sal- 
vation to others and convince men 
Wwe are saved as they see our good 
works and glorify our Father 
which is in Heaven. 


John R. Rice 


GIVE BIBLES 


Dr. John R. Rice says; “The Scofield Reference Bible is the 


best Reference Bible.” 


Dr. Wm. McCarrell says: 


a Scofield Bible.” 


bacco because of doubt in your 


heart when you use it. The man 
who asked me if it was a sin evi- 
dently had some doubt, at least, 
whether it was pleasing to God 
for a child of God to use tobacco. 

If there is a doubt in your heart 
then it would certainly be a sin 
for you to use tobacco, for the 
Scripture says, “And he that 
doubteth is damned (held guilty 
| of sin) if he eat, because he eat- 
eth not of faith: for whatsoever 
‘is not of faith is sin” (Rom. 14: 
/23). If you cannot use tobacco 
‘in the full faith that it honors 
Christ, then you ought not to use 


Many, many Christians, on quit-| tobacco and if you do use it with- 


ing tobacco have reported th 
felt- nearer to the Lord t 
before, felt that the..Ho] 


they 
ever 
Spirit. 


out that faith you sin. Is there a 
| doubt in your heart as to wheth- 
-er-the use of tobacco would please 


was pleased with the decfsion they} Christ? Is there a doubt in your 


had made. . ; Pees 2 
6. I believe that it is @*8in ‘to 
spend money for tobaeeco which: 


'mind whether or not tobacco de- 
files the body or enslaves the will? 
| Do. you feel without doubt that 


ought to be spent for something.| Jesus would use tobacco if He were 


more useful as is so often the case.4 


Monday of this week a man came 
to me to borrow a doNar: He said 
he was in actual want, had nothing 
to eat. The man professed faith 
in Christ in our services and I 
baptized him: I believe he is hon- 


est and really was hungry. I gave | 


him the dollar which he promised 
to pay back Saturday night since 
he was to go to work on Wednes- 
day. But the .odor of tobacco on 
his breath was very, very strong. 
Without money to buy meals, yet 
he smoked. Surely it is a sin to 


‘use anything that so enslaves a 


man and surely it is a sin to use 
money for indulging the tobacco 
habit when the money is so badly 
needed for food. 

A few months ago a family was 
brought to our attention as be- 
ing in dire need. They could not 
buy milk .for the babies, the fa- 
ther told me,,.yet he had been 
spending money gotten from some, 
relief agency. for tobacco. I be- 
lieve that was a sinful misuse of 
money. 

But those are not extreme cases. 
I know hundreds of people who 
say they cannot afford to tithe 
and yet they use tobacco. They 
cannot help the Red Cross and yet 
they buy tobacco. They have no 
money for missions, none for re- 
ligious literature, and yet they have 
tobacco. The average church mem- 
ber in America spends more money 
on tobacco than he does on all 
the work of Christ. Millions and 
millions of dollars are burned up 
in cigarettes by people who claim 
to be Christians and yet there are 
millions of heathen who never 
heard the gospél because no mis- 
sionary was ever sent! Money used 
for tobacco does no good and it 
usually does positive harm, If: 
men must give account for every 
idle word, then surely they must 
give an account for every mis- 
spent dollar. The use of money 
by a laborer to buy a pack of cig- 
arettes every day is evidently the 
same kind of sin as the use of 
money by millionaires to waste on 
race horses and yachts and cham- 
pagne suppers. Jesus on this mat- 
ter commanded us to “Make to 


‘Here? “Do* you doubt whether you 
should use money for it? Do you 
doubt about whether it will hurt 
| your influence? If you use tobacco 
doubting whether it pleases Christ 
then it is a sin, for whatsoever is 
not of faith is sin. a 

| Very prayerfully I -Rave <given 
you. Bible’ evidence on this ques- 
tions Is it a sin to use tobacco? 
I -believe that it is. Most of the 
spiritudl-minded people of the 
world agree that it is. The Scrip- 
ture seems clearly to teach so. I 
urge you to sum up those argu- 
ments and weigh them carefully. 


(1). It igs a sin for Christians to) 


do what Jesus would not do since 
He is our example and surely Je- 
sus would not use tobacco. (2). 
It is a sin to use tobacco because 
it defiles the body which is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit. (3). 
It is a sin to use tobacco because 


| (4). The use of tobacco is a sin 


‘puts one in a yoke of bondage to 
the lust of the flesh. (5). The use 
of tobacco is asin because that 
the Holy Spirit has made the con- 
sensus of opinion among the most 
spiritual and useful Christians. (6). 
It is a sin to spend money for to- 
bacco which ought to be spent for 
something more useful as is so 
often the case. (7). It is a sin to 
use tobacco if we doubt whether 
it is right. ? 

Read the Scriptures mentioned 
in this article.. Then go to the 
secret place of prayer and Jay the 
whole thing out before God. Ask 
Him for His guidance. If you real- 
ly surrender your will to Him, 
really long to do what will please 

and put His will first, then 
you. ..will know without a doubt. 
Do not sin against Christ, ‘against 
weak Christians, and grieve the 
Holy Spirit. Ask God to help you, 
and lay that habit on the altar to- 
day. 

If God uses these Scriptures and 
the reasons mentioned here to con- 
vince you of the sin of using to- 
bacco and then if He helps you to 
quit it, will you kindly write and 
tell me so? It will comfort my 
heart and I will earnestly pray for 


yourselves friends of the mammon 


you. 


it hinders a Christian’s influence.. 
«because it enslaves the will. and) 


“Every Christian ought to go 
without a hat or a pair of shoes or a shirt if he has to, to get 
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PAGE FOUR 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 


ALONE WITH CHRIST 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) ® 


keep them a week until they were 
absolutely sold on my goods and 
then they could go out and sgell 
Somebody else. Beloved, if you 
only have a theory about Christ, 
you will never be enthusiastic 
about Him. Well, I tell you, after 
you have spent a little while with 
Him, you will go out enthusiastic, 
and you will say, “Come see a 
Man I met! Come see a Man that 
saved my soul! See a Man that 
has satisfied my heart! Come on, 
see a Man!” 

You remember Aaron had a rod, 
just an old stick like a broom- 
stick, as dead as last year’s bird 
nest. It didn’t have a particle of 
life in it. But one night Moses 
laid that stick of Aaron’s up in 
the presence of the Lord, and let 
that old dry. stick stay a whole 
night with God, and behold, the 
next morning that stick had fruit, 
had buds, and blossoms and leaves. 
It was something the next morn- 
ing. If you feel like an old dry 
stick, go and spend a whole night 
with God and see what He will do 
to you! 

He ordained twelve that they 
might be with Him, and then be- 
ing saturated and permeated and 
soaked with the precious loveli- 
ness of Christ, go and speak in 
such a way that others will be- 
lieve what they sa‘d. 


; Alone With Christ to Learn the 


Meaning of His Word 


Notice the fourth chapter and 
in verse ten. He had said some- 
thing to them about a sower going 
out to sow, and they didn’t under- 
stand what was said to them. Then 
in verse ten: “And when he was 
alone, they that were about him 
with the twelve asked of him the 
parable.” In the first chapter we. 
read it is getting alone. with Him 
to become able to win others. In 
the second chapter it is being alone 


‘with Him to be saturated, enthusi- 


astic, inspired with Himself per- 
sonally. And now in this third 
chapter it is getting alone with 
Him to have Him tell us what He) 
meant by what He said to us. 
It is a lovely way: get alone with 
the Lord and study your Bible on 
your knees. Just shut the door, 
and don’t have any beans in the 
oven you will have to look after. 
Isn’t it strange that you always | 
have to answer the telephone no. 
matter if you are having a private | 
audience with God? You just have 
to answer the telephone. It comes | 
first. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if. 
you got so interested with God | 


Verse thirty-one reads, 
'said unto them, Come ye your- 
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rest a while.” By the way, did you 
ever say anything worth writing 
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| saving? 


that more of what we say isn’t 
worth many people listening to it? 


&)| with me. Why? Because He want- 


you would just let her ring, be- 


cause you are having a private | 


audience with God? 

When they were alone, they 
asked Him what He manf by that 
parable. I got a letter one day 
from a gentleman in New Jersey 
who said, “Will you please explain 
to me such and such Scripture ?”’ 
The day I received the letter — 
my mail is very heavy — I did not 
get to answer it. I went away in 
a day or two and didn’t get back 
for four or five weeks. Here was 
another letter waiting from him 
which said, “I wrote you a few 
weeks ago asking the meaning of 
a passage, but I didn’t get an 
answer. Now you don’t need to 
answer, because I went to the One 
that wrote it and He explained it 
to me.” Isn’t that the way to do 
it? When they were alone He ex- 
pounded all things to them. Look 
at verse 34. “But without a para- 
ble spake he not unto thentT: and 
when they were alone, he expound- 
ed all things to his disciples.”” Now 
here getting alone with Him, have 
Him take the initiative, have Him 
teach us things we ought to know. 
We spend a lot of time studying 
things we never can use. I Say, 
we spend a lot of time studying 
things we never can use. But if 
we had let the Spirit of God teach 
us, He would give us things we 
can use, to give fullest expression 
through our own natures. 

I never studied mechanical draw- | 
ing. I have never used that any- | 
where in my business. I don’t care | 
a thing about mechanical draw- | 
ing. To spend a long time studying | 
that would have been wasted time. 
I studied Latin and Italian, Span- 
ish, Hebrew, because I am using 
that all the time. I have some use 
for that in my work. I studied 
geometry — I needed that in build- 
ing my tents. I studied chemistry 
—and I needed that for making 
a waterproof preparation for my 
tents. Christians study and worry 
over a lot of things they can’t 
use at all. Lord, You know the 
kind of mind I have, and the Ca- 
pacity, the kind of heart I have. 
Give me the things I should have 
to make me the kind of a Chris- 
tian I should be, to equip me for 
the kind of work You want me to 
do. That is the teaching of that 
verse. 


Alone With Christ to Share His 
Rest and Sweet Fellowship 


Look at the sixth chapter and 
verse thirty-one. We want to be 
sensible in our®vork, do we not? 
“And he 


selves apart into a desert place, and 


down in a book, anything worth 
And have it translated 
into. German, French, Italian, 
Chinese, etc? Isn’t it remarkable 


But when He said something, I 
say He said it. It is recorded. “And 
he said unto them, Come ye your- 
selves apart into a desert place, 
and rest a while: for there were 
many coming and going, and they 
had no leisure so nruch as to eat.” 

Isn’t it lovely to get off into a 
desert place with Christ? Why get 
away alone. Oh, they are so busy. 
Well, leave it all. Leave all the 
people, leave all the suffering, leave 
the folks and come away alone 


ed them. 

You never get the work done, 
do you? Tell me, beloved, which 
do you value more, fellowship with 
Christ or service for Christ? My 
good wife has a washer woman. 
She has been washing clothes for 
her for nineteen years. But I have 
never heard her say, “Jack” — her 
name is Mrs. Jackson — “Jack, 
come and sit in the parlor and let's 
have a time of fellowship this af- 
ternoon.” But one evening she 
said to me, “Walter, when are you 
going to love me more than your 
mail?” I said, “Right now” and 
we went in the parlor and pulled 
down the shades and turned down 
the lights and had a wonderful 
time! It is none of your business 
what we did, but we had an awful- 
ly nice time. 

Nearly everybody is willing to 
work for God, but not many are 
willing to sit quietly and have fel- 
lowship with God. A little old 
grandmother, when a party came, 


“What are you doing, Grand- 
mother ?”’ 

“I was just sitting here letting 
God love me.” 

Do you ever do it? That is what 
the Lord wants. He wants your 
heart far more than He wants 
what you can do. 

You men that are married, I 
know that you are working hard 
paying bills and meeting the needs, 
but don’t you think your wife 
wants you sometimes? What she 
wants is you. It is not money she 
wants. That isn’t a love affair 
at all. 

“Come ye yourselves apart.” 
“Come.” He didn’t say, “Go.” Be- 
cause He was going to be there. 
It is wonderful when you have 
learned that sweet secret of pre- 
cious fellowship with the Lord Je- 
sus Christ. Do you love Him? Do 
you want to be with Him? Do 
you love to be close to Him? 

Notice in the seventh chapter 
down in verse seventeen, “And 
when he was entered into the 
house from the people, his disciples 
asked him concerning the parable.”’ 

Here they got alone again to 
find out the meaning of something 
else they had heard but didn’t un- 
derstand. Brother, may I suggest 
that one of the richest treasures 
you can have is an inquiring mind, 
a mind that wants to know and 
asks questions, a mind that is 
hungry for information and you go 
to your Lord constantly to get 
that information. 


Alone With Christ Cures Deaf 
Ears, Hindered Speech and 
Disputes 


Look down in verse thirty-two, 
“And they bring unto him one that 
was deaf, and had an impediment 
in his speech; and they beseech 
him to put his hand upon him. 
“And he took him aside from the 
multitude, and put his fingers in- 
to his ears, and he spit, and 
touched his tongue; and looking 
up to heaven, he sighed, and saith 
unto him, Ephphatha, that is, be 
opened.” 

I wonder if the Lord sighs over 
you because you don’t talk for 
Him and don’t listen to Him. This 
man’s ears were stopped up and 
his tongue tied and Jesus sighed 
over that fellow. Does the Saviour 
sigh over you as He listens to your 
conversation, as He notices you 
are not listening much to Him. 

Does He sigh over you because 
you don’t read your Bible, because 
you don’t want to know what He 
said today? Does He sigh over 
you because you don’t listen to 
Him and we don’t talk for Him? 

And if you get alone with Him, 


Friday, December 10, 1937 + 


+ 


that is what it says in verse 33, | 


“He took him aside from the mul- 
titude.” He got away alone with 
him and touched his ears so he 
could hear, and touched that 
tongue so it would speak. If you 
would like that, He would do that 
for you. He really would. He would 
enable you to speak well for Him 
and listen well to Him. If you 
want Him to, but you will have to 
get alone to do it. 

And then, will you look at the 
e‘ghth chapter, verse twenty-three. 
“And he took the blind man by 
the hand, and led him out of the 
town; and when he had spit on his 
eyes, and put his hands upon him, 
he asked him if he saw ought. 

Here is a man that couldn’t see 
very well the things of God. He 
didn’t understand the things of 
God. He couldn’t see anything. Is 
the Bible like you want it? Well, 
Christ took him away alone and 
then touched his eyes. After that 
he could see all right. 

Then look at the ninth chapter 
and verse thirty-three. “And he 
came to Capernaum: and being in 
the house he asked them, What 
was it that ye disputed among 
yourselves by the way?” And the 
disciples had had a fuss, see? And 
Christ said, “What was it?” He 
didn’t do it until He got them 
alone. “What were you fussing 
about?” It is a lovely thing to get 
to the Lord when things go wrong 
in your soul and heart and mind. 
Do it, beloved. Get alone with 
Christ and trust Him with your 
life and your soul. 
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